ABOVE THE LINE

March 2020

Due to the coronavirus, our meeting was cancelled at the Holiday Inn. We did however, test out a virtual online
Facebook meeting. There were some technical difficulties, but for the most part, it was received well. You can
check it out on our Facebook page. Guest speaker was Kelly Helen Thompson. Thank you Marcus for setting this
up. Will keep you posted about next month’s meeting. Stay safe everyone!

FROM BONNIE KING, PRESIDENT FILM FLORIDA
Capitol Update: 2020 Legislative Session Recap
While everyone's focus is correctly on the Coronavirus Pandemic, the extended 2020 Legislative Session
concludes this week in Tallahassee. We did not achieve all of our goals during the Legislative Session, but
with the help of our Legislative Champions and our Government Relations team, Film Florida did achieve a
number of very important objectives. Again this year, legislators continued to work on an overall largescale de-regulation effort, which initially included de-regulating talent agencies. If the measure would have
passed, this would have allowed unqualified potentially dangerous people to take advantage of our
industry's most vulnerable. Film Florida was extremely aggressive with this issue and with help from
industry supporters in the Florida House and Senate, talent agents were removed from the de-regulation
bill just before the final vote to pass the bill and send to the Governor. Talent agents were one of more
than a dozen professions included in the original bill. Getting talent agents removed from the de-regulation
bill is a huge accomplishment to ensure public safety in Florida.
Additionally, as we have alluded to in a previous communications, the legislature initially set out to
abolish a number of advisory bodies and programs they deemed unnecessary, including the Florida Film
and Entertainment Advisory Council (FFEAC). The council was formed in 1999 and serves as an advisory
body to the Department of Economic Opportunity and to the Florida Office of Film and Entertainment to
provide industry insight and expertise related to developing, marketing, promoting and providing services
to Florida's entertainment industry. With the efforts of many groups and individuals within our industry,
including the letter writing campaign Film Florida coordinated, along with our bi-partisan Legislative
Champions, and our Government Relations team, Film Florida was very active in getting the FFEAC portion
of the bill removed before the final bill was passed and sent to the Governor.
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Of the 3000+ bills filed this year, less than 5% crossed the finish line. Unfortunately the bills Film Florida
were advocating for (SB 530 by Sen Joe Gruters- R, Sarasota and HB 497 by Rep James Buchanan- R,
Sarasota, photos right) that included a "Targeted Rebate Program" were not among those that passed.
Regardless of the issue or industry, getting a bill of any kind passed in the Florida Legislature continues to
be extremely difficult. While we didn't achieve the ultimate goal, it's important to recognize the continued
progress that was made in significantly building momentum, engaging in encouraging conversation and
garnering positive media coverage for the industry, including a tremendous op-ed from former State Film
Commissioner and current Film Florida Legislative Committee Co-Chair, Paul Sirmons.
The Legislative Session began with a renewed positive energy for our industry. It was clear even prior to
session that the conversation in Tallahassee about the film, television and digital media industry continues to be positive and encouraging. The concept and details of the "Targeted Rebate Program" put forth
in SB 530 and HB 497 were welcomed and praised on both sides of the aisle leading to more co-sponsors
of the bills than last year. Our strong relationships with the Florida Chamber of Commerce and Associated
Industries of Florida continue to help our efforts in Tallahassee as well as the powerful research report
done by Florida TaxWatch. Unfortunately, the philosophical belief by some in the Florida House that the
government shouldn't be involved in private industry (not just our industry but any private industry)
proved too large of a hurdle. The two important victories plus the progress with the Targeted Rebate
Program continue to build the foundation for future success. We are very proud of what we accomplished
during the Legislative Session, but we are far from satisfied.
As we put the 2020 Legislative Session behind us, we look forward. New Leadership is coming to the
legislature with a new Senate President and new Speaker of the House. On the advice of our Government
Relations team, we are prepared to launch a massive effort to speak to every elected official and/or
candidate running for the 140+ seats up for election in the Florida Senate and Florida House of
Representatives and we look forward to passing that information on to you. We cannot, however,
accomplish this task on our own, we need your help! Last summer Film Florida members held close to 100
meetings with legislators to continue to educate legislators about the film, television and digital media
industry. If you are interested in being actively involved in the effort to ensure every person running for
state office understands who our industry is, what we do, and how we can be a positive part of further
growing, strengthening and diversifying Florida's economy, please respond to this e-mail
at info@FilmFlorida.org so you can be included on that team. We will make sure you are prepared and
understand the task, we just need your help with execution which will take a maximum of 8 hours over a
4 month period.
Despite the challenges in getting a new program passed in Tallahassee, local legislators in counties and
cities have shown tremendous support with 7 counties (Broward, Duval, Hillsborough, Miami-Dade, Palm
Beach, Pinellas, and Sarasota Counties), and 2 cities (Miami Beach, North Miami and Miami Beach Visitors
and Convention Authority) with some form of program to enhance production work in their region. The
local programs are executing exactly as they were designed to by bringing in projects with budgets of $1 $3 million. To bring in projects in the $5 - $20 million range on a consistent basis, a statewide program is
necessary and the local programs are laying solid groundwork to show legislators how successful
programs can operate and show the positive ROI.
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Between our messaging about the amount of lost business in Florida($1.3 billion+ in recent years), the
high-wage jobs in our industry (avg. $82K+ per year), film-induced tourism (Dolphin Tale, Bloodline,
etc.), the positive energy for our industry continues to be noticeably different at the Capitol. However, we
understand moral support and positive energy do not pay the bills for those that work in the industry.
That's why, in addition to the active role Film Florida plays in many different marketing endeavors for the
industry, our efforts will continue at the state level. Our membership and our industry as a whole has
made it very clear that they believe continuing to educate legislators and pursue some form of a
statewide program to help bring projects and jobs to Florida is important. We cannot do it alone and we
need your help!
I want to acknowledge and thank our members for their continued support. Film Florida run by volunteer
members and is funded entirely by our members so our ability to advocate, promote, and provide
important professional development and networking opportunities is completely dependent upon the
support through our membership efforts. Without that support, we are not able to provide the
representation that we do throughout the year. Our membership continues to grow which allows us to be
more active and we are grateful for the confidence our members have shown in our work. If you support
our mission and the work we are doing, please consider joining the team. Annual Corporate Memberships
start at $500, Individual Memberships are just $75. We encourage you to join Film Florida and get
involved to ensure your voice is heard
We appreciate your ongoing support and engagement, and we look forward to continuing to spread the
positive message about the entertainment production industry in Florida as we fight for the needs of our
highly skilled, passionate workforce. Stay safe and healthy.

FILM TAMPA BAY
COVID-19: IMPORTANT UPDATES
Over the last 48 hours, we have seen an extraordinary number of events and gatherings disrupted in
response to COVID-19. Among those affected, the Gasparilla Film Festival and the (in person) Film
Florida quarterly conference.
The growing impact of canceled or postponed events will have an impact on local business and
tourism. We are confident that the City of Tampa, City of Plant City, City of Temple Terrace and
Hillsborough County will continue to work with health experts to minimize the impact of COVID-19, while
prioritizing the health of residents and visitors.

For our part, we are working directly with many productions to answer questions they may have, as well
as to assure everyone we are still open for business. We encourage productions to continue if they can
do so safely while taking additional precautions to mitigate risk.
Continue on next page
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The health and safety of cast and crew are paramount. We understand how disruptions can cause
compounding difficulties for those working in the largely gig economy that film typically provides. Financial
pressures can lead to risky behaviors by the production, clients and crew. Remember, your actions and
decisions over the coming days can have a positive or negative impact not just on yourself but those in
your immediate vicinity, as well as the community at large.
For productions and clients looking for guidance, our office will continue to provide the most up-to-date
information we are able.
As of Friday, March 13, 2020, our office is still processing permits. We encourage productions to check with
us directly or monitor our social media for the most up-to-date information in regards to processing status
and times. Here are recommendations for upcoming shoots:
•
•
•
•
•
•

If a cast or crew member has reported symptoms of illness, including but not limited to fever, cough, or
shortness of breath in the last 14 days, they should not report to set and should limit exposure with
others.
If cast or crew exhibit symptoms of illness while filming, they should be released and encouraged to
seek medical attention.
Cast and crew should be encouraged to stay in contact with the production following the shoot and
inform them if they do become ill within 14 days of the conclusion of the shoot.
Productions should inform cast and crew of any potential exposures that may come to their attention.
Hand sanitizer should be distributed onset widely, and extra care is taken to sanitize locations and
equipment.
Limit cast / crew size when possible.

GASPARILLA FILM FESTIVAL HAS BEEN POSTPONED

Sunscreen Film Festival
April 30 - May 3, various times
The 15th Annual Sunscreen Film Festival brings aspiring and professional film makers, directors,
producers, and actors from around the world to St. Pete for a weekend packed with workshops,
films and networking.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Production company, "Mom Isn't Proud Productions" is looking for volunteer actors to participate in a
Table Read of a faith-based, feature-length screenplay on May 21st at Selby Library in Sarasota at 6pm 8pm. Those interested can email Luke Sokolewicz at momisntproud@gmail.com.

A NETWORK-WIDE CHALLENGE
(Currently limited to Orlando and
Tampa)

OIF has been running challenges in
Orlando since 2016. Hundreds of films
have been screened, viewed in large
theaters by thousands. Tampa, here is an
easy entry point to show your stuff!

Filmmakers, Actors and Writers, usually join forces to create an entertaining short. Here is a new
challenge for those of us currently spending a lot more time at home and away from crowds.
Can you create an interesting piece BY YOURSELF?
Three Categories:
– Self-taped Monologue – Max run-time 2 minutes.
– Actor-Less Short – Max run-time 3 minutes.
– Short story told on screen – Max run-time 4 minutes.
You MUST work alone, this is an individual creation. You must do this at your own home. No one
coming to your house or you going anywhere. Any Genre, FREE to enter. Registration required –
see link below.

Actors, this is the time to shine and to control the narrative! You know what you can do best and
we want to watch it. Consider appearance and interesting existing household items in the background while taping. Don;t have an expensive camera? Use your phone creatively!
Filmmakers, this is the time to test miniatures, creepy dolls, animations and other camera tricks to
tell a story. Voice Overs are okay. No actors to shoot? Be creative!
Writers, do what you do best and captivate us with a new short story told on screen by YOU. You
own the vision, no one can read it better than you. You don’t have to appear in the video, slide
shows and voice overs are okay.
Practice what it means to directly visualize your writing without a director or actor, just you and
your imagination!
Be creative. Amaze your peers.
Best of Category Certificate Awards form OIF.
Deadline – April 5th
For more information see our facebook page: Tampa Bay Film Society
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PODCAST HOSTS NEEDED
I am planning production of a horror-themed podcast that will be shot weekly in Port Richey for We Beam
Studios. I am looking for two host interns (one male and one female) who are between the ages of 24-32.
Must be knowledgeable about horror pop culture both past and present and must have the ability to be
insightful and personable. Acting and stage experience is a plus. This is a great opportunity for anyone
wanting to break into podcasting.
If interested, please send a resume and audition video that includes the following:
A short monologue where you introduce yourself and explain your love and knowledge for horror pop culture.
A short segment where you discuss the latest news regarding Horror movies, TV shows, books, video games,
etc.
Please send your resume and audition video to cullentdixon@yahoo.com. DM me if you have any questions.
Thank you.

2020 SINGLE TAKE CHALLENGE
Make an award-winning film in under 8 minutes. Seriously, do it!
Announcing the Fifth Annual Single-Take Challenge, celebrating the short "One-Shot" film. The most fun you'll
ever have making a movie.
OPEN TO ALL FILMMAKERS.
Brand new, genuine one-take films only. Any genre, any length up to 8 minutes maximum.
Each film submitted must be a single, continuous take film. NO cuts or hidden cuts, NO editing (other than
sound, color correction, titles etc.). As this is a "Challenge", the more creative the film, the better. The winning
films will be the ones that have the most "WOW!"
Prizes: A beautiful Grand Prize trophy for Best Film. Additional trophies for Most Entertaining Film and
Extraordinary Cinematography. Special awards may be presented depending upon submissions.
What counts most in this contest is originality, creativity, imagination, and the ability to surprise.
Cutoff Date: Midnight, August 15, 2020.
Finalist films will be shown on the big screen at our live awards ceremony near Orlando, Florida on October 10,
2020.

Admission fee: $29 per film, or $24 for Earlybird special.

For more information see our Facebook page: Tampa Bay Film Society

7

OUR SPONSORS
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2020 Tampa Bay Film Society OFFICERS AND BOARD
PRESIDENT

Ellen Schnur

EXEC. VICE PRESIDENT

Marcus Kempton

VICE PRESIDENT

Gbemi Oluwayimik

SECRETARY

Miriam Goodspeed

TREASURER

Stan Gurvitz

DIRECTORS
Linda Gamette
Shawn Goudard

STANDING COMMITTEES

Bobbi Hill

Ellen Schnur

Scholarship Award

Richard LeBeau

Stan Gurvitz

Membership

Simmy Pappachen

Marcus Kempton

Contests, Social Media

Julie Quinn

Gbemi Oluwayimik

Events

Richard Quinn
Dawn Reese
John Williams
BOARD E-MAIL ADDRESSES
Ellen Schnur (eschnur4@gmail.com)
Marcus Kempton (aspectratio235@gmail.com)

Julie Quinn (juliequinvo@gmail.com)

Richard Quinn (qroadrunner@gmail.com)

Gbemi Oluwayimika (alljoy2@yahoo.com)
Miriam Goodspeed (keespeed@aol.com)
Bobbi Hill (BobbihillCasting@aol.com)
Stan Gurvitz (stanism_1@yahoo.com)
John Williams (paparazzinfo@gmail.com)
Richard LeBeau (kramm88@aol.com)

Linda Gamette (speinc@juno.com)
Shawn Goudard (smgourdard@gmail.com)
Simmy Pappachen (stpetesvcs@gmail.com)
Dawn Reese (dawnreese106.1fm@gmail.com)
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FLORIDA FILM INDUSTRY INFORMATION
(Courtesy of The St. Petersburg/Clearwater Area Film Commission)
Place free listings for you or your business in local and national production guides:

www.Doddleme.com
www.FilmFlorida.com
www.FilmInFlorida.com

www.Filmrally.com
www.ProductionHUB.com
State of Florida Film Commission: www.filminflorida.com
Local Film Commissions:
St. Petersburg/Clearwater Film Office: www.FilmSPC.com To be added to the film commission mailing list,
contact: Lisa Dozois: Lisa@FilmSPC.com.
Tampa/Hillsborough Film Office: www.filmtampabay.com
Florida film Festivals: http://www.filminflorida.com/wh/ff.asp
Local industry groups, organizations and websites:
Creative Tampa Bay: www.creativetampabay.com
Film Florida: www.filmflorida.org.
Film Institute Leading Market: http://filminstitute.ning.com
MPFI: www.mediaprofessionals.org.
Tampa area Professional Photographers Association: www.tappa.org
Florida Film Network http://floridafilmnetwork.com
University of Tampa FREE LECTURE SERIES: Join UT Film Society on Facebook.
In Focus Magazine www.infocus-magazine.com

Online Permit Applications
Now it’s even easier to take care of business with the St. Petersburg/Clearwater Film Commission’s new
online permit application system. Just go to http://florida.filmapp.com/filmspc/, choose Apply to Film, and
then register if it’s your first time using FilmApp, or simply log in. Be sure to read the Before You
Start section. Please allow five business days in advance of your start date for processing standard filming/photography permits for shoots on city/county owned or managed locations.
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